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1
ECCENTRIC REAMING TOOL

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit under 35 USC § 119(e)
of U.S. Provisional Application No. 62/621,276, filed Jan.
24, 2018, which is incorporated by reference in its entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates in general to reamer devices
used in conjunction with the drilling of boreholes, particu-
larly boreholes for oil and gas exploration and production.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In drilling a boreholes for the recovery of hydrocarbons
(e.g., crude oil and/or natural gas) from a subsurface for-
mation, it is conventional practice to connect a drill bit onto
the lower end of an assembly of drill pipe sections connected
end-to-end (commonly referred to as a “drill string”), and
then rotate the drill string so that the drill bit progresses
downward into the earth to create the desired borehole. A
typical drill string also incorporates a “bottom hole assem-
bly” (“BHA”) disposed between the bottom of the drill pipe
sections and the drill bit. The BHA is typically made up of
sub-components such as drill collars and special drilling
tools and accessories, selected to suit the particular require-
ments of the well being drilled.

Often the BHA incorporates a reaming tool (or “reamer”).
Reaming may be required to enlarge the drift diameter of a
borehole that was drilled with a motor or RSS (rotary
steerable system) assembly making a borehole having a high
tortuosity. By using a reamer, the drift diameter is improved
allowing the casing operation to become more efficient.
Alternatively, reaming may be needed in order to maintain
a desired diameter (or “gauge”) of a borehole drilled into
clays or other geologic formations that are susceptible to
plastic flow (which will induce radially-inward pressure
tending to reduce the borehole diameter). Reaming may also
be required for boreholes drilled into non-plastic formations
containing fractures, faults, or bedding seams where insta-
bilities may arise due to slips at these fractures, faults or
bedding seams.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates one embodiment of the reaming tool of
the present invention.

FIG. 2 illustrates an enlarged view of a reamer section
seen in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 illustrates a cross-sectional view of a reamer
section of FIG. 2.

FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate alternative insert configura-
tions for the reamer sections.

FIGS. 5A and 5B illustrate alternative insert designs.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SELECTED
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows one embodiment of the reaming tool 1 of the
present invention. Most generally, reaming tool 1 is con-
structed from a tubular body 3 having multiple reamer
sections 10 (reamer sections 10A and 10B in FIG. 1) formed
on the tubular body. In certain embodiments, the reamer
section 10B may perform more of a stabilizing function than
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a cutting function and therefore, is sometimes referred to
herein as “stabilizing section” 10B. In many embodiments,
tubular body 3 is a conventional steel tubular as typically
used in the drilling industry and having standard sized outer
diameters (OD) ranging from 4.75" to 22", but in particular
cases OD tubulars outside this range could be employed.
FIG. 1 illustrates reaming tool 1 oriented with the downhole
direction 4 being to the right in the figure. Additionally, the
reamer section 10B is positioned circumferentially opposite
reamer section 10A, i.e., reamer section 10B is 180° (or
approximately 180°, e.g., 160° to 200°) circumferentially
offset from reamer section 10A in order to dynamically
balance centrifugal forces generated by the rotating reamers.
Typically, the longitudinal distance (i.e., the distance along
the length of tubular body 3) “L” between the center of the
two reamer sections 10A and 10B will be between 2 feet and
6 feet (or any subrange in between).

FIG. 2 presents a more detailed view of the reamer section
10A. In this embodiment, the reamer section 10A includes
four blades 12 which are formed on tubular body 3 by
milling channels 14 into the outer surface of tubular body 3.
Naturally, the blades 12 could be formed on the tubular body
by other means as long as the blade are sufficiently attached
to withstand the stresses of the reaming operations. Like-
wise, the reamer section could have fewer (e.g., 2 or 3) or
more (e.g., 5 to 20) blades than the four shown. Typically,
the blades will have a width “w” across the top of the blade
surface ranging between about 1 inch and about 3 inches.
The distance “d” between the center of one blade and the
center of an adjacent blade will range between about 1 inch
and about 6 inches.

In FIG. 2, the blades 12 are shown with a series of cutting
tooth inserts 25 positioned along the blade top surface 13.
FIG. 5A suggests how one example of cutting tooth inserts
25 includes cylindrical base 26 with a cutting surface or edge
surface 27 formed on cylindrical base 26. Although the
diameter of cylindrical base 26 could vary in different
embodiments, two preferred embodiments of the inserts will
have a cylindrical diameter of 13 mm (0.524") and 19 mm
(0.75™"). In one embodiment, edge surface 27 is a disc shaped
cap of a very hard substance, such as a tungsten carbide or
diamond material. In embodiments not having a specific cap,
the edge surface 27 may be formed where the flat surface
(face) meets the circumference of the disc. FIG. 3 illustrates
a line 30 parallel to the face of edge surface 27 and a line 31
which passes through the cylindrical base 26 in a radial
direction. The angle between the line 30 (the cutter surface)
and line 31 is often referred to as the “back-rake” angle.
Most generally, the back-rake angle will range anywhere
between about 5° and about 40°. The lower angle orients the
cutting surface in a more aggressive cutting posture, which
for example, is more likely to be used in comparatively hard
formations.

Returning to FIG. 2, it can be seen that blades 12 include
a series of insert pockets 24 into which the cutting tooth
inserts 25 are fixed by brazing or other conventional means.
Normally, any number between 3 and 15 cutting tooth
inserts 25 are fixed on each blade 12. The blades 12 are also
oriented at a pitch angle relative to the perpendicular axis 6
of the reaming tool. The perpendicular axis 6 is a line
running perpendicular to the reaming tool’s longitudinal or
centerline axis 5 extending along the center point of the
tubular body’s central passage. FIG. 2 also shows a pitch
line 16 which extends from the center of the trailing cutting
tooth insert 25, to the leading cutting tooth insert 25, on
each blade. The pitch angle theta is the angle between the
tool perpendicular axis 6 and the pitch line 16. Likewise, the



US 11,603,709 B2

3

pitch line 16 is oriented such the leading cutting tooth insert
25, is positioned closer to the drill bit than the trailing
cutting tooth insert 25;,. In many embodiments, the pitch
angle theta will be less than about 30°, and in preferred
embodiments, between about 5° and about 15°. Where the
formation material is considered comparatively hard, e.g.,
having an unconfined compressive strength (UCS) of around
20-25 kpsi, the pitch angle will be shallower (i.e., a lower
numerical value). Where the formation material is consid-
ered comparatively soft, e.g., a UCS of around 8-10 kpsi, the
pitch angle will be steeper (i.e., a higher value). Likewise,
the back-rake angle of the cutting tooth inserts will be
shallower in hard formations (i.e., less of the edge surface 27
extending above the pocket 24’s edge) and steeper in softer
formations.

The height (or radii) of the blade surfaces 13 from the tool
centerline 5 are designated R1, R2, R3, and R4 in FIG. 2. In
different embodiments, these radii may be all the same, may
be all different, or may be some combination of these two
options. In one preferred embodiment, R1 is equal to the
outer radius of the tool body 3 (i.e., one-half the tool body’s
OD); R2 is Y16" less than R1; R3 is equal to R1; and R4 is
equal to R2. The Vi¢" shorter radius of R2 is generally the
case for tool bodies with ODs of less than 12.25". For tool
bodies with ODs of over 12.25"; R2 would more typically be
14" less than R1.

While the FIG. 2 embodiment shows each pocket 24 as
including a cutting tooth insert 25, FIGS. 4A to 4C illustrate
an alternate insert being used in combination with cutting
tooth insert 25. Rounded dome inserts 35 as seen in FIG. 5B
include a cylindrical insert base 36 and a rounded top surface
37. In the FIG. 5B embodiment, the rounded top surface 37
is a hemisphere, but could take on other rounded surfaces
which are not perfectly hemispherical, e.g., ellipsoidal,
slightly conical, etc. It is only necessary for rounded top
surface 37 to not have abrupt surface changes which form
edge surfaces which results in a cutting effect. As with the
cutting tooth inserts 25, two preferred embodiments of the
dome shaped inserts will have cylindrical diameters of 13
mm or 19 mm. In many embodiments, the top (i.e., outer-
most radial distance from centerline axis 5) of the dome of
inserts 35 will be the same height as the uppermost tip of the
cutting tooth inserts 25. In many applications, the cutting
tooth inserts 25 and rounded dome inserts 35 will be
positioned within the insert pockets such that between about
20% and 50% of their height “h” extends out of the insert
pocket. It will be understood that both the back-rack angle
and the percentage of the insert extending beyond the pocket
are “control parameters” which may be used to control how
aggressively the cutting tooth inserts remove material from
the formation.

In certain embodiments, it is desirable to reduce the
magnitude of cutter insert-to-formation exposure experi-
enced during a reaming operation. This may be accom-
plished by replacing a given number of cutting tooth inserts
25 with rounded dome inserts 35. The rounded dome inserts
35 can be mixed in any different number of combinations
with the cutting tooth inserts 25. In particular, it may be
advantageous to have a majority (i.e., at least 51%) of
cutting tooth inserts on the lead reamer section (i.e., reamer
section 10A in FIG. 1) and a majority of rounded dome
inserts on the trailing reamer section (i.e., reamer section
10B in FIG. 1). In this example, trailing reamer section 10B
may be considered a “stabilizing section.” FIG. 4A shows an
example of lead reamer section 10A which has two rounded
dome inserts 35 on the first and third blades, with the
remaining inserts being cutting tooth inserts 25. Thus, no

15

20

30

35

40

45

4

more than 4 of 24 (or about 17%) of the inserts or are
rounded dome in this embodiment of the lead reamer section
10A, leaving about 83% of the inserts being the cutting tooth
type. In other embodiments of the lead reamer section 10A,
this percentage of rounded dome inserts could be no more
than 30% of the total inserts in the lead reamer section.
Typically, the rounded dome inserts will be distributed on
alternating (i.e., not adjacent) blades, but this need not
always be the case. FIG. 4B shows an example of a trailing
reamer section 10B where all (100%) of the inserts are
rounded dome inserts 35. However, in other embodiments,
this percentage could be at least 70%, 80%, or 90% of the
inserts in the trailing reamer section being of the rounded
dome type.

In alternative embodiments not illustrated, a reamer sec-
tion might include one or two blades having exclusively
dome inserts 35 and the other blades having only cutting
tooth blades 25. Conceivably, an embodiment could include
a single dome shaped insert 35 on a single blade. The
number of dome shaped inserts as a percentage of the total
inserts on all blades of a reamer section can range between
about 10% and about 90% (or any sub-range there between).

In the lead reamer section, the top of the rounded dome
inserts (i.e., the uppermost surface of the insert in a radial
direction extending from the center of the tool) are slightly
more elevated than the corresponding surface on the cutting
tooth inserts, for example, the uppermost surface of the
round dome inserts being 5% to 20% higher above the edge
of the pocket than that of the cutting tooth inserts. In this
manner, the use of a small number of dome inserts in the lead
reamer section provides protection of the cutter tooth inserts
while running through a casing section or performing other
sliding operations. In the case of the trailing balancing
section, the top of the rounded dome inserts will generally
be at the same height as the top of the cutting tooth inserts
in the lead reamer section.

Furthermore, for harder formations, the cutting efficiency
of the lead reamer section may be increased by using a
higher number of cutting tooth inserts in each blade. For
example, FIG. 4A shows six cutting tooth inserts on the
blades not having rounded dome inserts. More generally, the
blades of the lead reamer section could have anywhere
between 2 and 10 inserts per blade. In the same fashion, the
blade width can be increased to accommodate 2 cutter
inserts and may have back-up cutters, one or multiple rows
behind.

Although the invention has been described in terms of
certain specific embodiments, those skilled in the art will
understand there can be many modifications and variations.
For example, while FIG. 2 shows two reamer sections 10,
other embodiments could have more reamer sections, typi-
cally an even number 180° offset in order to keep the
reaming tool balanced. Likewise, it will be understood that
many factors affect the rotational speed at which the reaming
tool will most efficiently operate, for example, formation
hardness, blade pitch, and back-rake angle. In certain
embodiments, this rotational speed will be between about 60
and about 240 revolutions per minute, or any sub-range there
between, such as about 180 and about 200. As one example,
where the reaming tool is used in harder formations, the
percentage of inserts being rounded dome shaped inserts 35
may be between about 10% and 20% of the total, while the
reaming tool is operated at an RPM range of about 180 to
200. Similarly, where the formation is softer, the percentage
of inserts being rounded dome shaped inserts 35 may be
between about 80% and 90%, while the reaming tool is
operated at an RPM range of about 50 to 80.
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Terms used herein shall be given their customary meaning
as understood by those skilled in the art, unless those terms
are given a specific meaning in this specification. The term
“about” will typically mean a numerical value which is
approximate and whose small variation would not signifi-
cantly affect the practice of the disclosed embodiments.
Where a numerical limitation is used, unless indicated
otherwise by the context, “about” means the numerical value
can vary by +/-5%, +/-10%, or in certain embodiments
+/-15%, or even possibly as much as +/-20%.

The invention claimed is:

1. A reaming tool for use in a wellbore, the reaming tool
comprising:

(a) an elongated tubular body with an outer surface;

(b) at least a reamer section and a stabilizer section
formed on the tubular body, the reamer section and the
stabilizer section (i) being positioned circumferentially
opposite one another, and (ii) each having at least two
blades, wherein the blades have a pitch angle with
respect to an axis perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of
the tubular body of 5° to 15°;

(c) the reamer section including at least one rounded
dome insert configured not to have a cutting effect and
a majority of cutting tooth inserts, wherein (i) a number
of rounded dome inserts in the reamer section as a
percentage of total inserts in the reamer section is less
than 30%, and (ii) an uppermost surface of the at least
one rounded dome insert in the reamer section is
elevated at least as high as an uppermost surface of the
cutting tooth inserts in the reamer section to protect the
cutting tooth inserts; and

(d) the stabilizer section including only rounded dome
inserts configured not to have a cutting effect and no
cutting tooth inserts, wherein the rounded dome inserts
have no abrupt surface changes or edges.

2. The reaming tool of claim 1, wherein a top of the
rounded dome inserts configured not to have a cutting effect
in the stabilizer section are at a height no greater than a top
of the cutting tooth inserts in the reamer section.

3. The reaming tool of claim 1, wherein the blades of the
reamer section have a top surface having a width twice a
diameter of the cutting tooth inserts.

4. The reaming tool of claim 1, wherein the blades are
arranged in a spiral orientation in a direction causing a lead
cutting tooth insert on each blade in the reamer section,
given a direction of reaming tool rotation, to be positioned
further in a downhole direction than the other inserts on the
respective blade.

5. A method of performing reaming operations within a
wellbore formed through a formation having an unconfined
compressive strength over 10 ksi, the method comprising the
steps of:

(a) positioning a drill string in the wellbore, the drill string

including a drill bit and a reaming tool, the reaming tool
comprising:
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(1) an elongated tubular body with an outer surface;

(i) at least a reamer section and a stabilizer section
formed on the tubular body, the reamer section and the
stabilizer section (1) being positioned circumferentially
opposite one another, and (2) each having at least two
blades, wherein the blades have a pitch angle with
respect to an axis perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of
the tubular body of 5° to 15°

(ii1) the reamer section including at least one rounded
dome insert configured not to have a cutting effect and
a majority of cutting tooth inserts, wherein (i) a number
of rounded dome inserts in the reamer section as a
percentage of total inserts in the reamer section is less
than 30%, and (ii) an uppermost surface of the at least
one rounded dome insert in the reamer section is
elevated at least as high as an uppermost surface of the
cutting tooth inserts in the reamer section to protect the
cutting tooth inserts; and

(iv) the stabilizer section including only rounded dome
inserts configured not to have a cutting effect and no
cutting tooth inserts, wherein the rounded dome inserts
have no abrupt surface changes or edges;

(b) operating the reaming tool in the wellbore at between
60 and 100 revolutions per minute (RPM).

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the blades of the
reamer section have a top surface having a width twice a
diameter of the cutting tooth inserts.

7. The method of claim 5, wherein the blades are arranged
in a spiral orientation in a direction causing a lead cutting
tooth insert on each blade in the reamer section, given a
direction of reaming tool rotation, to be positioned further in
a downhole direction than the other inserts on the respective
blade.

8. The method of claim 5, wherein a top of the rounded
dome inserts configured not to have a cutting effect in the
stabilizer section are at a height no greater than a top of the
cutting tooth inserts in the reamer section.

9. A reaming tool for use in a wellbore, the reaming tool
comprising:

(a) an elongated tubular body with an outer surface;

(b) at least a reamer section and a stabilizer section
formed on the tubular body, the reamer section and the
stabilizer section (i) being positioned circumferentially
opposite one another, and (ii) each having at least two
blades, wherein the blades have a pitch angle with
respect to an axis perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of
the tubular body of 5° to 15°

(c) the reamer section including at least one rounded
dome insert configured not to have a cutting effect and
a majority of cutting tooth inserts; and

(d) the stabilizer section including only rounded dome
inserts configured not to have a cutting effect and no
cutting tooth inserts, wherein the rounded dome inserts
have no abrupt surface changes or edges.
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